


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


July 16, 1980 


Mr. George F. Cahill 
National Flag Foundation 
Flag Plaza 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 


Dear George: 


The Nova Constellatio paper by Howard Madaus points out for 
the first time, so far as I am aware, the correlation between the coins 
and the flag language of the Congress. I am delighted that this is to 
be disclosed, It ties so much together numismatically. Congratulations 
to the person who noticed it first. Was it you? The data was in front 
of everyone's nose all along, but not noticed, Sond 


I have edited the paper extensively because I believe the paper 
is important. I only tried to make it more accurate, eliminate verbage, 
irrelevancy and repetition, and remove stilted language. The author may 
not be happy but I would not have done the work if I did not feel his 
work deserved recognition, It is enclosed, 


Others will have to edit it for public appeal as that is not 
my bag. 


+ It was a delight to spend the time with you and I will help 
further if needed. 


Patriotically yours, 


"Rete P, Newman 
jah 
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I resisted the really overwhelming temptation to pick up the telephone 
and express my appreciation by phone. Your thoughtfulness, kindness as well 
as valuable service to NFF deserves much more than a phone call. I'll not 
be able to properly express our appreciation - and my admiration, but at 
least this letter declares and records both. 


Thank you very, very much for your penetrating advice concerning the 


Nova Constella#ti@. paper. 


The paper does indeed require a rewrite. There is a young man in 


Cleveland by the name of Bruce Zewe. 


He's a good practioner - as a matter of fact 


he is the man who solved my editing problem after I had written my first 


book "Big Ideas". 


(hisay Harst ) 
because I intend that there be more.) 


i jshould say-enty, but.I choose first 


He has agreed to do a rewrite for 


$200. I don't know where the $200 is coming from, but it must be rewritten 


and it must be good by October. 


I think Bruce can do it. So we are proceeding. 


Naturally, sir, I will send youja copy of h@s Bework. 


Thank you ever so much for your help. It was kind of you - in the 


ultimate - in the superlative. 


I genuinely hope that the future holds an opportunity for me to have 
the privilege of seeing you again and coming to know you better - you're a 


great guy! 


Mr. Newman, this paper will be presented by someone at the North American 
Vexillological Association Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh on October 8, 9 and 10. 
Assuming that we are successful in getting the story well written, it will be 
the most important paper presented at this annual meeting. Won't you and Mrs. 
Newman do us the great honor of attending? At least a portion of the meeting 


will be held at Flag Plaza. 


The William Penn Hotel is our headquarter's hotel. 


If the attendance exceeds 100, as I think it might, only one session will be held 
at Flag Plaza and the rest at the hotel and/or the university. We'd love to have 
you. If you have an interest, I will send you the registration information and 
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forms when they are produced. If you do not come at that time, please do 
program a visit to Fillag Blaze intovyour, travels, “You, would £ind tea deligne eu 
and envigorating interlude, and we would count it a great honor to have the two 
of you cross our threshold. 


I'm enclosing a copy of the last issue of THE STANDARD. It's Gus. tomannual 
publication. And again, for your gracious consideration I enclose an invitation 
to become a member of our nationwide cadre of patriots, thus be on our mailing 
list. You'd find it a prideful association and we'd count it a great honor, to 
have you aboard. 


Again, sir, earnest and profound thanks. A cordial 
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America"s First Coins: The Flag Connection 


No Paul Revere waS required: everyone knew the British were 
coming. British forces were advancing fast on Pniladelphia. And 
among other things, the United States now needed a flag -- a 
standard emblem to identify American ships that would be defending 
the Delaware River. 

So in an atmosphere charged with a sense of impending siege, on 
the afternoon of June 14, 1977, Congress passed a terse resolution 
that "the Flag of the United States be 13 stripes, alternate red and 
white, that the Union be 13 stars, white ina blue field 
representing a new constellation." 

Despite the hasty circumstances, Congress could scarcely have 
chosen a more fitting metaphor. The United States did indeed 
represent a new constellation in the firmament of nations. So 
fitting was the metaphor that it was again adopted six years later 
when the United States minted its first official coins. The coins 
were inscribed with the Latin motto, Nova Constellatio -- a new 
constellation. And like the flag, the coins contained 13 stars as 
symbols for the 13 original states. 

The design similarities between the nation's first flag and 
first coinage are more than just coincidental. Both the flag and 
the coins reflect the design contributions of Francis Hopkinson, a 
Philadelphia lawyer, musician, writer, public official, and signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. As a public official, Hopkinson 
either designed or helped design not only the first flag and coins, 


but an awesome number of items: seals for the United States, New 


Jersey, the academic institution that became the University of 
Pennsylvania, the Board of Treasury, and the Board of Admiralty, as 
well as devices, borders, ornaments, and similar "fancy work," as he 
called it, for currency, checks, bills of exchange, and ships' 
papers. Due to the sheer abundance and quality of that work, 
Hopkinson can rightfully be considered America's first notable 
graphic designer. 

To underscore Hopkinson's design role: a kind of common graphic 
ancestor linking the first flag of 1777 and the Nova Constellatio 
coins of 1783 was the $40 Continental note printed in 1778. As with 
other Continental currency designed by Hopkinson, the $40 note bore 
distinctive graphics and a motto to distinguish it from other 
denominations and to discourage counterfeiting. The central design 
on the note was a radiating eye of Providence atop a flaming 
Sacrifical altar. Surrounding the altar was a circle of 13 stars. 

Like Benjamin Franklin, who had dabbled in currency design 
earlier, Hopkinson drew inspiration from the illustrations in 
seventeenth and eighteenth century European emblem books. For the 
$40 note, Hopkinson based part of the design on the same series of 
Dutch emblem books that Franklin had used. Plate 32 in that series' 
third volume depicts the eye of Providence over a flaming sacrifical 
altar. Hopkinson simply combined that plate illustration with a 
motto and the circle of 13 stars to create the note. 

As with the flag and the $40 note, the 13 stars figured 
prominently in the design of the first official American coins. The 


stars in turn were reinforced by the motto on the front of the 


coins: Nova Constellatio. The coins were produced as part of a 
national monetary system proposed by Robert Morris, Superintendent 
OL Pinance ; tm. L/33'. 

The concept of a new constellation and the use of stars to 
graphically portray that new concept had come to be quickly and 
indelibly associated with the United States in the public mind. 
After Congress passed its 1777 resolution designating an official 
flag with 13 stars, the news spread like pollen in springtime. 
Citizens as farflung as Ezra Stiles in Boston and John Adams in 
Naples, Italy would soon characterize the flag as denoting "a new 
constellation." Nor was the phrase confined to Americans: 


Lieutenant William Digby of the British 53rd Foot unit described a 


Capturea American flag in his diary entry of July 24, 1777 -=- little 
more than a month after passage of the flag resolution -- as 
"representing a new Constellation." Due undoubtedly in part to its 


widespread acceptance, the flag's star symbolism was applied to the 
first-coins. 

In February, 1782 Robert Morris received permission from a 
special congressionai committee to establish a national mint in 
padiedelenia. He hired a metallurgist, Benjamin Dudley, who had 
recently immigrated from England, to help oversee the project. Work 
progressed slowly: nearly 14 months passed before Robert Morris 
Could get in his diary on April 2, 1783 that Benjamin Dudley 
"delivered me a piece of Silver Coin, being the first that has been 
struck as an American Coin." This and the other coins that the new 
mint would produce were pattern coins, i.e., specimens for intended 


mass production. 


In all, six Nova Constellatio coins -- a mark (1,100 units), two 
gquints (500 units each), two cents (100 units each), and a five-unit 
coin -- were made. Five were struck in Silver; the five-unit coin, 
in copper. The reverse side of five of the coins bore the letters 
"y7.S." in italic-style type, the denomination of the (coin an 
figures,.a-circular wreath of laurel, the date 1783, and the motto 
Libertas Justitia, while the obverse contained the eye of Providence 
surrounded by a circle of 13 Stars and of course the Nova 
Constellatio motto on the periphery. The other coin, a quint, was 
Similarly designed, with one curious exception: its obverse lacked 
the Nova Constellatio motto. 

The coins' value was devised by Robert Morris' assistant, 
Gouverneur Morris, who waS no relation. Gouverneur Morris proposed 
that the base unit of the new coinage be equal to "the fourteen 
hundred and fortieth part of a dollar, equal to the sixteenth 
hundredth part of a crown. Of these units, twenty-four will be a 
penny of Georgia, fifteen will be a penny of North Carolina or New 
York, twenty will be a penny of Virginia and the four eastern 
states, Sixteen will be a penny of all other states, excepting South 
Carolina, and forty-eight will be thirteen pence of South 
Carolina." If the system seems complicated, that's because it was 
-- appallingly so. Walter Breen, in his book about American proof 
coinage, called Gouverneur Morris' system "possibly the most 
ingenious and certainly the most cumbersome in history." Ultimately 
Thomas Jefferson persuaded Congress to base the national coinage on 


his system, with the dollar as the standard unit. 


To the chagrin of Robert and Gouverneur Morris, the six Nova 
Constellatio pattern coins would be the only ones ever minted in the 
United States. (All six have survived, some with histories as 
tangled as those of any modern pretenders to the Hohenzollern 
throne. AS an indication of their current value, three of the coins 
were bought by John Ford, a coin collector in Rockville Centre, New 
YOruK, LOL $452,000 in 1979.) 

In a sense the nation is the lesser for the fact that the Nova 
Constellatio coins never gained wide circulation. The coins above 
all affirm America's uniqueness among nations -- in truth, better 
than our current coinage does. With their stars and reference to a 
new constellation, the Nova Constellatio coins affirm the singular 
commitment of the United States to individual liberty. And while 
the coins never became a highly visible symbol of that commitment, a 
design forebear, the American flag, did. Thankfully, there is the 
flag -- there still to see, there still to evoke the earliest 
fundamental vision of America, there still billowing against the big 
sky, white stars wafting brief but revealing beams to the whisper of 
wind voices: a new constellation, a new constellation, a new 


constellation. 
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The concept of a new constellation and the use of stars to 
graphically portray that new concept had come to be quickly and 
indelibly associated with the United States in the public mind. 
After Congress passed its 1777 resolution designating an official 
flag with 13 stars, the news spread like pollen in springtime. 

Ayn Cri cari > ) 

+3 as fayflung aS Ezra Stiles in Boston and John Adams in 
Naples, Italy would soon characterize the flag as denoting "a new 
constellation." Nor was the phrase confined to Americans: 
Lieutenant William Digby of the British 53rd Foot unit described a 
captured American flag in his diary entry of July 24, 1777 -- little 
more than a month after passage of the flag resolution -- as 
"representing a new Constellation." Due undoubtedly in part to its 
widespread acceptance, the flag's star symbolism was applied to the 

a\lern 

first,coins. . 

In February, 1782 Robert Morris) received permission from a 
special congressional committee to establish a national mint in 
Philadelphia. He hired a metallurgist, Benjamin Dudley, who had 
recently immigrated from England, to help oversee the project. Work 
progressed slowly: nearly 14 months passed before Robert Morris 


could jot in his diary on April 2, 1783 that Benjamin Dudley 


“delivered me a piece of Silver Coin, being the first that has been 


Was a sel of pales Cains #. be used ky 


Struck as an American Coin." This andthe-other—ecins t,the new 
, te prepsee elres 0 Sieike AS 
Mint Weep roduc: S—HeLe—patLeen 





— ae : ° "7 i —intended 


ee 


pec ens 


is 2. 
Van lely . - «< / re 
mass productionfeor Gir culaleen, 


ae 4 


+ 


seven |,coc 
In all, six Nova Constellatio coins -- a mark (27,300 units), two 


Three 
quints (500 units each), two cents (100 units each), and a five-unit 


ae 
coin -- were made. #iwe were struck in silver; the five-unit coin, 


in copper. The reverse side of hee of the coins bore the letters 
"U.S." in italicestyie type, the denomination of the coin in 
figures, a circular wreath of laurel, the date 1783, and the motto 
Libertas Justitia, while the obverse contained the eye of Providence 
Surrounded by a circle of 13 stars and of course the Nova 
Constellatio motto, en-the-periphery. The other merece es was 
similarly designed, with one curious exception: its obverse lacked 
the Nova Constellatio motto. 
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Thanks very much for your most helpful recent editing re the Nova Zh; Ae 


Constellatio and for your always helpful and gracious - even inspiring - 
assistance by phone. Your tremendous assistance is greatly appreciated. 


Eric, I want to ask your consideration of two other items: 


1. It's my plan to send you a copy of the proof for a final critique - 
approval I hope - before we push the button on the press. I hope you will 
give it that one more glance at that time. 


2. Is there any possibility that you would consider being the financial 
backer of this paper? Would you consider making a tax deductible contribution 
to NFF to cover its expenses (or a portion of them) in producing this paper? 
We have been working on it since 1979, and I think it's going to be the most 
important paper in our fourteen year history, but we sure could use some help 
with its costs. 


owe 


Our out-of-pocket expenses to date not counting time, travel, correspondence, 


phone, etc., are $200 each to two different editors, Maddus and Zewe. On top 
of this will be added the printing cost, which I would estimate in the 
neighborhood of $300, but, of course, this is purely am estimate at this time. 


Is there a possibility that you would consider letting this paper be 
published as a compliment from and/or as a gift to America from Eric Philip 
Newman? If you like the idea, marvelous. I assure you I would appreciate any 


help with regard to it, and I think it would be meaningful to have your name on 
it if you are willing. If for any reason you do not like the idea, then please 


know that I very much appreciate your taking time to read and consider this 
CaGneciaseques ti. 


You are a great spirit. I will be in touch again and thank you again. 
Berar os) One a COretali. Ses vies sees es 
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Illustration #1- Reverse design arvearing 
on all fractional currency issued under 
the authorization of 17 February 1776. 
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Illustration #2- Obverse of $!0.note 
authorized first under the resolution 
of 11 Avril 177% and subsequently re- 
{seued under authorizations of 26 
Sentember 177% and 1h January 1779. 
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